
The Okanogan County Ecology Scholarship Fund                          

Scholarship Application Form 

“ Humankind has not woven the web of life.  We are but one thread within it.  Whatever we 

do to the web, we do to ourselves.  All things are bound together. All things connect.” 

                                                                                                                                               Chief Seattle               

 

Dear Applicant --- THANKS so much for your interest in the Okanogan County Ecology 

Scholarship!  We hope you and your family have been able to stay healthy and can look forward 

to renewed hope and inspiration in the coming year.  This fund is supported by volunteers and 

donors in our community who graciously give, out of their love and care for people young and 

old. We work for the health of our natural world.  Last year, we were able to award four deserving 

applicants a scholarship for their work and dedication to our community and the environment.  

We hope to give at least four more scholarship awards, worth a minimum of 500 dollars each. 

Your name:  ________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Information 

Mailing address:  ____________________________________________________________ 

Email:                     ____________________________________________________________ 

Phone:                   _____________________________________________________________ 

Reference Name & Contact Information 

Reference #1 ________________________________________________________________ 

Reference #2 _______________________________________________________________ 



Fund Mission 

“To recognize and support student participation in ecological studies or projects with consideration 

for interests in agriculture, fish and wildlife management, transportation, energy sources, recycling, 

sustainable industries, health and medicine, or any other domain to which ecological ideals may be 

applied.” 

Eligibility:  The fund has a focus on high school/college-age students or individuals who also have a 

history of living, studying or working in Okanogan County. 

Some Targeted Applicant Qualities or Values:   

● Enthusiastically participates in activities that align with the fund mission; 

● Shows great interest in further studies in environmental education; 

● Has a history of community and volunteer service; 

● Has a keen interest in working in the field of ecology, or embarking on environmental 

projects; 

● Has a keen interest in participating with an environmental organization; 

● Shows a passion for the health of the natural world and helping others. 

The scope of the ecology scholarship: 

● Encompasses, but is not limited to the educational goals of “STEAM” (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art, and Mathematics). 

● Includes activities and studies in the ecologically-relevant social sciences and community 

volunteerism. 

● Strives in all aspects of the Ecology Scholarship design, application and review process,  to 

promote and encourage the following values:  justice, equity, diversity and inclusion. 

The Application Process: 

Application forms will be made available at school counseling centers, other public organizations, and on 

request from Ecology Fund team members. (Completed applications can be mailed to “Okanogan County 

Ecology Scholarship Fund”, P.O. Box 1864 Tonasket, WA 98855 or emailed to andyjsail@gmail.com). 

Completed applications and optional supporting materials need to be either postmarked, delivered, or 

emailed by May 6th, 2022. 

 

This year, applicants can apply to either one or both of the following applicant tracks. 

 

Track #1  “The Hands-On Track”   

Scholarship applicants who would like to work, volunteer or apprentice with an existing environmental 

or agriculturally-oriented mentor or organization, either local or national, can choose this track.  On this 

track, applicants will be evaluated a bit more on their hands-on activities, learning experiences, 

reflections and journals, and a bit less on their written responses to question prompts.  Need some help 

connecting with an organization?  Please let us know, and perhaps we can help! 

mailto:andyjsail@gmail.com


 

 

Track #1 Requirements 

All “Hands-on Track” applicants should be prepared to be involved in a minimum of six weeks of project 

activities. 

Applicants who feel they can complete all four of  the Track #1 requirements outlined below by the May 

7th deadline should submit all the documented evidence with their completed application.   Applicant 

winners will receive the full scholarship award in June. 

Track #1 applicants also have a “summer option”.  If the “summer option” is chosen, just submit the 

Requirement 1 tasks --- responding to the three prompts, and the letter of recommendation.  After May 

7th, the review committee will select “summer option” award winners based on this information.  One 

third of the award funds will be given in June.  The other two thirds of the funds will be given upon 

completion of the remaining tasks outlined in requirements 2, 3, and 4 --- the weekly journal, the photo 

journal, and the final letter of recommendation from your mentor or project supervisor.  This letter can 

outline in more detail your strengths, contributions and accomplishments during the course of your 

project.  These final requirements need to be submitted no later than September 17th, 2021. 

Name and contact information of mentor or organization with whom you will work: 

Name  ____________________E-mail  _____________________ Phone  

___________________ 

Requirement 1 --- On a separate piece of paper, please type thoughtful responses to the 

following three prompts. 

Prompt #1 (In 80 words or less) 

 In one paragraph, please explain in some detail how this person or organization has some connection 

with natural systems and the environment, and describe some of  their related activities.  

Prompt #2  (In 80 words or less) 

 In one paragraph, describe some of the goals and new learnings you hope to gain while working with 

your mentor or organization. 

Prompt #3  (In 180 words or less) 

In one paragraph, describe some of your past experiences related to nature and the outdoors.  

In a second paragraph, briefly explain why you feel it is important for you and others to work, in some 

way, for a more healthy and sustainable environment.  

Letter of recommendation from your mentor or project supervisor. 

Give your mentor or person a little time in advance to write their letter, and be sure to thank them!  

Include this letter in your application. 



 

Requirement 2 --- Weekly journal or log of activities 

On a simple notebook, text document, or writing pad, please write a short, but descriptive summary of 

your activities with your mentor or organization each of the weeks you were involved for a minimum of 

6 separate weeks of involvement.   

In each weekly entry, be sure to:   a) note the different activities, b) briefly describe your role in the 

activities,  c) explain why or why not you thought they were useful or successful, and  d) write about one 

thing you thought about, will remember or learned  from your activities that week. 

 

Requirement 3 ---  Photo journal 

Please take and print out at least 10 interesting photos of you and your work with your mentor or 

organization.  Include a brief written description about each of the photos. 

 

Requirement 4 --- Final letter of recommendation from your mentor or someone in your 

organization. 

 

Track #2  “The Traditional Track” 

Scholarship applicants who can demonstrate and document a sincere interest in environmental or 

ecological studies and related activities in any of the areas mentioned in the “Targeted Applicant 

Qualities” and “Scope” on page 2 of this application can choose this track.   On this track, participants will 

be evaluated not only on their environmentally-related activities and interests, but also on their ability to 

express their passion, activities, and interests through writing, video, art, or other forms of expression. 

 Track #2 Requirements 

 (Please Type) 

Prompt #1 --- (One paragraph, about 160 words or less) 

● Please elaborate on some of your personal hopes, dreams, and values that motivate 

you to take action for your community and the natural world. 

Prompt #2 --- (One paragraph, about 160 words or less) 

● Near the top of page two on your application, note the list of targeted qualities and 

values.  Please describe in some detail two or three of those in which you have been 

actively involved, including the ways in which you have supported or contributed to 

those activities. 

 



Prompt #3 --- (One paragraph, about 160 words or less) 

● Please express why this Ecology Scholarship is of particular interest to you, and how 

the scholarship award might be used to further your hopes and plans for the future. 

 

Essay Prompt:  Carefully consider and reflect upon the following quote:    

“Humankind has not woven the web of life.  We are but one thread within it.  Whatever we 

do to the web, we do to ourselves.  All things are bound together.  All things connect.”                 

Chief Seattle                    

      Write a multi-paragraph essay, expressing some of your thoughts, reflections, and questions 

this quote brings to mind.  After a brief introduction paragraph, address the following sub- topics, 

giving each their own paragraph.  End your essay with a brief conclusion paragraph. 

1) From your own interpretation, do your best to explain the message the author was 

trying to convey. 

2) By describing a bit of your own life experience, how does the message of this quote 

particularly resonate with you? 

3) In your opinion, what are some of the actions you and others can take to truly make a 

difference for future generations living on our earth? 

Addendum:  Consider including in your application any other documentation you think might 

be helpful for the scholarship review committee to know you and your passion for the 

environment a little bit better.  This could be a letter from a mentor or friend, photos of you 

working on a project, a short video, essay, poem, invention, song or piece of art, a website you 

have developed, a blog you have maintained…in some way relevant to your interest in ecology 

and a healthy planet.   Thank you! 

 

 

I would like to be considered as an applicant on --- 

_____  Track #1  “The Hands-On Track”  (If you are excited about connecting with an existing mentor or 

organization and need some help, please get in touch with any of the Ecology Scholarship team members 

listed at the end of this application.) 

_____   Track #2  “The Traditional Track” 

_____   Both Tracks #1 and #2   (Just one scholarship will be given to any award winning applicant.) 

 

 



Please note! 

● All scholarship applicants will receive confirmation of their submitted application. 

● All scholarship applicants will receive notice of the decisions of the selection team in a timely 

manner. 

● Applicants on both tracks will give thoughtful, brief answers to the three short prompts 

embedded in this application form.  All three responses should be typed and submitted on a 

separate page. 

● Applicants on Track #2 will compose a well-written, thoughtful essay responding to the 

essay prompt.  The essay should be written and submitted on separate pages, limited to 

one, or one and a half pages.   

● Applicants will provide contact information for one or two references: persons who can 

vouch for the applicant’s sincerity, character, and activities. 

● Winning applicants agree to be recognized at their school, and/or in the local newspaper. 

● Applicants are also encouraged to supplement their application with additional creative 

ideas or projects, including the use of visual documentation, audio, and artistic elements. 

● Award winners are encouraged to keep in touch with the Ecology Scholarship team.       

● Awards will be given directly to the scholarship award winners, who are encouraged to use 

the funds in a manner that would bring the most benefit to their community, their projects,  

future education and/or careers.    

● An evaluation rubric for the prompts, essay, photo journal and weekly journal will be 

available on request.                                              

 

Questions or need help with your application? 

Feel free to call or email anyone on the Okanogan County Ecology Scholarship Team --- 

Andy Jones, Tonasket (509) 486-2333 andyjsail@gmail.com 

Karen Harris, Okanogan (509) 322-5302 harrisk@orange.fr 

John Jones, Wauconda (509) 486-2479 jonriver57@gmail.com 

Sandy Vaughn, Chesaw (509) 485-2281 or (509) 560-3599 sands9383@gmail.com 

Ariahna Jones, Leavenworth       ariahna.jones@gmail.com 

Estrella Weaver, Seattle       estrella.weaver@gmail.com 

Or write to:  The Okanogan County Ecology Scholarship Fund 

P.O. Box 1864  Tonasket, WA 98855 

Thanks for all your hard work on your application.  Our scholarship committee will be excited to read 

through it.  We’ll be in touch with you soon! 


